Xarli Zurell

is a painter who, through his works, seeks to capture the

diversity of motifs from his native region, the Basque Country.

First and foremost, he engages with the territory through

G Q | |e ( g walking. He traverses these mountainous landscapes, tracing

the contours of the terrain with his steps, absorbing the

contrasts of the scenery, and physically confronting the

diversity of the Pyrenean lands. During these hikes, he gathers photographic
material that he later reinterprets through his brushstrokes.

His painting series “Born in Fantasy,” which he has been developing for the past four
years, freezes these hiking moments through a process of simplifying forms. He
creates a cartography marked by vivid contrasts and dazzling chromatic ranges.
Figures and objects with dissonant proportions punctuate the landscapes, hollowed
by materiality, bearing witness to a transposition of reality into the encounter with an
imagined world.

The emergence of the dragon figure introduces a shift within the series.

Paintings that once translated reality now confront the contours of myth. This oral
tale, once whispered in the valleys, has endured through the centuries and remains
deeply rooted in the territorial reality of the Basque Country today.
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